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. . . n documentary filmstrip showing 5n 
detail the origin and manipulation oF the 
War on Poveriy program. 

Your tax dollars are being used to dcsiroy 
your own country. 

Urge your friends to sec this film and lo 
circulate copies of the documented r.cript- Tf 
enough American pimple understand the 
Irue purpose of the War an Poverty, lhat il 
is being used to finance revolutionaries and 
create anarchy, then public opinion will 
demand on immediate termination of this 
subsidised revolution. 
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In. 1964, the United States Government declared war --war on poverty. America, 
the world's most prosperous nation, was afflicted with poverty in the midst, of 
plenty. 

The issue of poverty tugged at the heart strings and created national indignation 
among our citizens. It also provided justification for politicians to institute 
massive new federal spending programs. 

Few wars have been declared with as much propaganda as was the War on Pov¬ 
erty. 

President Johnson had stated, "There are millions of Americans -- one fifth of 
our people -- who have not shared in the abundance which has been granted to 
most of us, and on whom the gates of opportunity have been closed. " 1 

The President dicl not explain how he concluded that all those with incomes below 
$3,900 lacked opportunity. He also did not mention that: included in the thirty 
million persons with incomes below $3, 000, over eleven million wore children, 
several million wore were elderly or lived on farms, and another million were 
serving in the IJ. S. Armed Forces. 2 

But poverty was the hottest political issue of the year, and President Johnson 
had stated, in January of 1964, "We are going to try to take all of the money chat 
we think is unnecessarily being spent: and take it from the 'haves' and give it to 
the 'have riots' that need it so rnuch."^ 

The War on Poverty was the outgrowth of a book by Michael Harrington, The 
Other America, published in 1962, which dealt at length on vivid and pathetic. 
(Inscriptions of the poor. Harrington is credited by friend and foe alike as being 
the father of the War on Poverty. 

Nothing was said, however, about Harrington's membership in the youth arm ol 
the Socialist Workers Party, cited by the Attorney General of the United States 
as subversive and Communist, on page 152 of the Federal Go vernme nt's Guide 
to Subversive Organizations, ^ 

Harrington is a frank and avowed Marxist who has, as recently as September 10, 
196?, at the Third Annual Conference of Socialist Scholars, advocated violence, 
if necessary, to establish a Marxist-Socialist government in the United States. 
At that time, he was -- and still is - ■■ a top federal official in. the War on Poverty.- 

Remarkably, in spite of the fact, Harrington has never attempted to hide his 
Marxist beliefs nor his past membership in a Communist Party, neither the 
politicians nor the mass media have been alarmed by this lact. Nor have they 
questioned his aims nor his methods. 

When the necessary legislation elfia red Congress, Sargent Shriver, brother-in- 
law of the late Robert F. Kennedy, was appointed commanding general of the War 
on Poverty. His special assistant was Marxist Michael Harrington. 

Shriver borrowed Adam Yarmolirisky, who bore the title of Special Assistant to 
Secretary of Defense, from Robert McNamara to serve on an anti-poverty task 
force to design the War on Poverty. D 
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Yarmolinsky 1 s Russian born father and writer mother have authored many tracts 
for the Communist Party since 1930. Yar molins ley, himself, was president of the 
Young Communist League while at Harvard and editor of the. campus Communist 
newspaper. The Yardliug. ^ 

When questioned by a Senate Investigating Committee in 1962, about his young Com- I 
munist League activities, Yarmolinsky stated, M They believed and I was inclined to 
believe that a so-called Communist government was a desirable end. ,r 6 

Before becoming a Special Assistant to former Secretary of Defense McNamara, 

Yarrrio7:insky was an officer of the extreme .Left-wing Fund for the Republic, where 
he authored a vicious attack on Ihe FR1 and Congressional Committees which i.uves 
1 1 gated C ommu nis m. ^ 

The War on Poverty, then, was largely the creation of two men - YarmoJinsky and 
1 Farrington - who have long arid extensive Communistic backgrounds which they 
have never repudiated. 

It is not surprising, then, that there have been literally tens of thousands of com¬ 
plaints from irate citizens about political activities financed by the War on Poverty, 
about the disappearance of large sums of money, the use of federal funds for the 
mosl radiCeil sort of unionising, organisation of boycotts, rent strikes and demon¬ 
strations by War on Poverty workers -- ami brawling, drinking, knifing, killing, 
sexual assaults, rioting, use of narcotics and extortion by War on Poverty Job Corps 
Lrainoos. 

Although these happenings are all important, in this film we are primarily conccrn- 
• .<1 with the Office of Economic Opportunity s roll* til tin* rioting, burning, murder¬ 
ing and looting, which has taken place in over 159 American cities, killing hundreds 
of people and inflicting well over a billion dollars in damages. These riots began in 
1.964, simultaneously with the first shot in the War on Poverty. 

The evidence shows that this is far from being a coincidence. We have been told by 
the President's Special Commission to Investigate Riots that the riots are caused 
primarily by poverty and white racism. 

This, in spite of the fact that there is less poverty in America than at. any time in 
history and that such repealed and massive riots have never before occurred in our 
country -- even at the depths of the Great Depression when there really was exten¬ 
sive poverty. 

We are 1:oId that, in spite of the (act that America has spent almost ono trillion del - 
la.rs in the last thirty years on welfare arid we are now spending --at the federal, 
state, county and local levels - well over fifty -five billion dollars a year on welfare, 
that this .is totally insufficient: arid that, if welfare spending is not drastically in¬ 
creased., America's cities will be burned to the ground by the desperate and dis¬ 
illusioned [jo nr. 

The question is, what role has the Office of Economic Opportunity (OEO) played in j 
the riots ? Since no thorough investigation has yet been conducted by Congress to 
establish the role of the OEO in the riots, what in formation is available has been 
turned up primarily on a local basis, by diligent and anxious citizens , a lew con¬ 
cerned Congressmen, and Congressional Committees investigating other subjects. 


The evidence which we will submit to you is all from the public record to sub¬ 
stantiate allegations made by Congressmen, Chiefs of Police, Mayors, anti City 
Coundlmen, that, the War on Poverty has become the weapon through which chaos 
and destruction are fulminated in our cities at taxpayers' expense. 

The U. S. Nows Ik World Report of January 31, 1966, reports that, revolution¬ 
aries and New Leftist radicals’ arc more active than ever before in our nation’s 
history. In the cities, on the college campuses, among Negroes north and south, 
they talk revolution.*^ 

The magazine states that their goal is to *'latch onto the Poverty War funds and 
use the money to stir trouble. 1 ' Such radicals have found unprecedented, oppor¬ 
tunities in the War on Poverty. ** 

As official Communist Party spokesman, Henry Winston., stated after returning 
from a briefing in Moscow, "Today the Economic Opportunity Act has already 
become the basis for organizing in the slums and ghetto communities, arid it of¬ 


fers the point of departure for helping to .rally the rank and file million* to a 
mass movement. " ^ 


So arrogantly confident are these revolutionaries that they will be protected by 
friends running the War on Poverty, they gloat publicly that it is the OEO which 
is supporting them. At the Third Annual Confer cnee of Socialist Scholars, held 


in New York on September ninth and tenth, 1967, Mr, Stanley 
M lt (the War on Poverty) has given employment to organizers 


Aronowitz bragged, 
n 13 


The first major riot to occur after passage of the War on Poverty was the Watts 
rebellion, which served as a prototype; for subsequent insurrections in America’s 
urban centers. Volumes of sociological doubletalk, have been written to try to ex¬ 
plain away those tragic days in August, 1965. 


What all these studies ignored was the fact that, .four days before the holocaust 
began, hearings were held in Watts by Congressman Augustus Hawkins, osten¬ 
sibly to determine whether government officials or the poor should run the local 
War on Poverty programs. This proved, lo be a cover for a pcj> rally lor the up¬ 
coming riot. 


Authors Patti Newman and Joyce Wenger, who attended the phony hearings, de¬ 
scribed what they heard: "A tape recording was made of the entire proceedings, 
but no tape recording could possibly convey to you the atmosphere that was 
created, the tone that was generated by the manner in which inf or inat.i on was pre¬ 
sented and questions that, were asked. 


The phrases of revolution flew tike swallows returning to Capistrano -- phrases 
like f1 you are being used, M and "you must organize and fight for your rights, 11 and 
"you must not let them continue to take advantage of you, M and ,r dcmand what i s 
rightfully yours, 1 ' The people in the audience got the message. Four days later, 
Watts was ablaze with fire and hatred.*^ 


A West Coast Congressman was quoted by nationally syndicated columnist, Ruth 
Montgomery, as declaring, "l have little doubt that the hearing is what triggered 
the riots in Watts ... giving those people the idea they were being mistreated was 
the spark that set off the blast. ”*6 
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Detective James Harris of thfi Los Angnics Police Department later told t.lie 
House Committee on Un-American Activities that the Communist Party of South¬ 
ern California caused trouble before, during, and after the riots in Watts. 1? 

Why would a U. S. Congressman deliberately trigger the riot which would cause 
the death of thirty-five people, and do $2 Of) million in damages? Augustus Haw¬ 
kins, who serves on the House Committee on Kducation and Labor which controls 
the War on Poverty's purse strings was, according to the sworn testimony of the 
Communist: Party's former West Coast organiser, John Leach, recruited into 
the Communist Party by Leach. ^ 

Hawkins has been an official sponsor of the Young Communist League, an instruc¬ 
tor at two schools sponsored by the Communist Party, and has" served on the 
fund-raising committee for Peo ple’s World, an official organ of the Communist 
Party. TVte Joint Factfinding Committee to the 57th California Legislature, of 
which Hawkins was a member, reported, "Hawkins has consistently followed the 
Communist Party line. " 19 

The mass media has spent no more time informing the American public about 
Hawkins' thoroughly documented Communist background than. i.l has the back- 
grounds of Harrington and Yarmolinaky. 

1 he San. Francisco-Oakland-Berkeley area is well known as a hotbed of Marxist, 
agitation, and providers many examples of the use of the War on Poverty by sub - 
voreives. For example, John Ross of the pro-Peking Progressive Labor Party 
served on the anli - poverty board in San Francisco, 20 and Howard Tlarawitz, 
former president of the local chapter of the Communist DuRois Clubs, served on 
a similar anti - poverty board in Berkeley. When I hi* financial publication, 
Baron s, dared to challenge? tnc wisdom oJ permitting yuch Communist involve¬ 
ment, the OEO declared, "This is a class ic example of brutal character assassi¬ 
nation. M 21 

What was the character assassination ? Were these men not associated with the 
War on Poverty? Well, the OEO admitted they were serving on its policy making 
boards, but as volunteers, working for love -- not money. The OEO's only de¬ 
fense for using members of these Communist organizations was that "neither of 
the above Organizations ... is included on the Attorney General’s list of subver¬ 
sive organizations. 11 What is not mentioned is that the Attorney General's office 
stopped, years ago, adding groups 1 .f> its list of subversive organizations. That 
one is an avowed Chinese Coin mu nisi, doesn't make him subversive or disqualify 
him from the poverty program in the opinion of 1 ho OEO. 

Labor columnist, Victor Rios el, claims Ihaf. l.lio poverty offices are absolutely 
riddled with such revolutionaries, stating, "... The OEO and thousands of its 
tiny -- sometimes store-front -- headqwirlers are loaded with literature and pro¬ 
moters of Street action. Sonic? of the 1 alter are of the New Left, the independent 
Maoists, the Trotskyites, the pro-Peking Progressive Labor Party 'youth, 1 arid 
even Muscovite Communist Party activist*,and it is the fashion to hir o 
these young revolutionaries. They zero in on the pour who have been told to or¬ 
ganize themselves and run the poverty program. The? poor don’t know that their 
districts have been colonized by the militant factions ... 11 23 

A typical example of the War on Poverty's use of revolutionaries is the case of 
Bobby Scale. At the same timer he* helped lead forty-one other members of the 
Black Panther guerilla force jrt an armed invasion of the California State Legis¬ 
lature in May, 1967, Seale was earning $422 a month as a family counselor at the 
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North Oakland Poverty Center. Another of the leaders of that guerilla gr oup was 
Mark Comfort, who worked for the OEO's Neighborhood Youth Corps, 24 

For years, People's World, West Coast Communist news paper, has been promot¬ 
ing and publicizing Comfort, who married the daughter of two identified Commu¬ 
nists. One of Comfort's most recent conflicts with law enforcement authorities 
came when he was arrested for running guns in Alabama, 

The participation of poverty workers in agitations and demonstrations on behalf 
of the Viet Cong deserve a federal investigation in itself. One example of the use 
of federal funds for this purpose occurred on July 19, 1966, when a group of Black 
Power activists held a peace rally on Ihe steps of San Francisco’s City Hall. A 
mass mailing from the Sutter Street headquarters of the War on Poverty urged 
attendance at the rally. The Sutler Street office of the OEO is operated by Wil¬ 
fred Ussery, a revolutionary Black Nationalist and national CORE official who 
was earning 312,000 a year to fight poverty, capitalism, and Whitey. 

The poverty warriors attempt: to incite revolution, not only in the cities, but also 
in rural areas. In California's fertile San Joaquin Valley, Cesar Chavez, with 
his United Farm Workers of America, is avowedly promoting redistribution of 
the land -- ala Mao Tse Tung. 25 

The California State Senate's Committee on Lin - American Activities has de¬ 
scribed Chavez' movement as being surrounded with Communists, but this has 
not stopped Chavez from obtaining support from an assortment of War on Pover - 
ty programs, running into millions of dollars. 26 

Just as the OEO has financed the avowed Chavez revolutionaries, it is also deep¬ 
ly involved in a Mexican-American revolution in New Mexico, headed, by Castro- 
ite Reies Tijerina, who has been indicted for attempted murder for his short¬ 
lived revolution o£ June, 1967, in which a band of armed pistolerios attacked and 
captured the courthouse in rural. Rio Arriba County. At the Bine of Tijerina’s 
capture, he was being chauffered by Uvaldo Valasquez, a War on Poverty worker 
employed by Home Education Jlivelihood Program (HELP). 27 

Others in 1 [ELP, which has a $250, 000 appropriation in the War on Poverty, also 
joined Tijerina providing legal aid for the revolutionaries. HELP Director Mer- 
cure told newsmen, "Some of our people are obviously members" of Tijerina's 
group. Mercure then announced that he could himself sympathize with the Cas - 
troitn cause, and he nredicted that armed, revolutionaries might spread across 
the entire Southwest. ^ 

In Denver, Tijerina's chief assistant, Rudolfo "Corky 11 Gonzales, is a $10,000 a 
year director of the OEO's Neighborhood Youth Program. When elected chairman 
of Denver's War on Poverty. Inc., Gonzalez, who makes no attempt to hide his 
Marxist: beliefs, proclaimed, "I am an agitator and a troublemaker. That's my 
reputation, and that is what I am going to be. " On November 5, 1967, Corky Gore 
zalez was the featured speaker at a fund-raising dinner for the People’s World .*"? 

Recent testimony before the permanent Investigations Subcommittee has shown 
that. Black Power revolutionaries seized control of a §600, 000 War on Poverty 
project in Houston, after OEO officials in Washington had advised the project to 
"actively involve the dissenters, the agitators, the trouble-makers, arid the mil¬ 
itants . " 30 


Ts/Tfs n sbo rs of L S Lokclv Ca r i>i ic Iiao1 1 a aucl 


Violent Coordinating Committee {Sj\C 
Action Project. ^ 


Rap Browfi’y 
soon took over 


m i s n am ed S Uicl ont Non- 
the- E Joust cm Community 


The project gro.w out of a wiLH gun battle oa the camp ms of Te\.au Southern Uni • 
versify, during which students (i reef on police, killing an officer, Samuel Price, 
acting director of personnel in the Houston Community Action Project, testified 
that he had personally seen one room full os guns belonging to the black revolu¬ 
tionaries. ->2 


Two of tho five persons indicted on charges growing out of the battle wore em¬ 
ployees of the War on Poverty, On July' JO, 1967, another Houston War on Pov¬ 
erty program ordered seven $111 telescopic rifle sights from Washington. The 
OEO approved the order. 


When the information reached the public, the War on Poverty tried to claim that 


the s ni.per 1 s seo no ft wo r c to be us ed as i r i ic i- o> 


possible, but the War 
weren't ordered in the 


on Poverty bureaucrats 
first place. >J 4 


scopes. Not only is this use im- 
never mentioned why microscopes 


The Houston War on Poverty group has a it pi i red a quantity of walkie-talkie ra 
dios for monitoring police rally. Walk re-taJ kies are also useful for coordinating 
riot a. 


I 
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Tn Chicago, War on Poverty font Is are bcn:g used to hire teenage gang leaders . 
The idea is that gang problems will be solved by putting their leaders on tho fed 
era! [lAyrnll, wilb a $727, 000 -i a.nl.. i(i 

Alter Nashville underwent a riot during the spring oi 1-167, Nashville Police Cap¬ 
tain John Soracc told a senate inveftligating committee that the riot was fomented 
by the violent revolutionaries of SNCC, again subsidized by the OEO. ^7 

The Captain testified that the War on Poverly was supporting a SNCC 1 Tib era - 
lion school" which was teat: hi rig Negro children hatred t>f whites. 

The school 's director, Fred Brooks, was also the* Nashville chairman of SNCC. 
Brooks made his appearance at the scene of the violence in Nashville in style -- 
driving a 1967 Ford ft tat: ion wagon, paid for by the War on Poverty. Captain 
So race testified that ’ r A i.nniher of SNCC leaders who were arrested during the 
April riots were taught at the school,' 1 

Among the tactics taught al the school, were haired of tho white man, judo tactics, 
and how to manufacture .Molotov cork tails. In a .raid on the Nashville SNCC 
headquarters, police found revolutionary literature and confiscated Molotov 
cocktails. 

Bar re Its of anti-poverty money have poured into Appalachia, On August 12, 1967, 
a midnight raid on the home of lliroe poverty workers produced what Common¬ 
wealth's attorney, Thomas Ratliff, revealed was, f| A Communist library out of 
Ihiy world. 11 He also reported eonfjscalbn; a wrilLeii plan on how to lake over 
Pike County, arid put it in the hands of the poor. Works by T,e.ni.ii, Marx, Mao 
Two Tung, Castro, and other Commonisl. 1 eaders were seized, ^Ratliff said, 
along with instructions on how f.o use weapons and how to fight guerilla wars . 
When the t h roe poverty war r i or y wor e indic Led f a r sedition, 1.h ei r bond was j><>s t - 
ed by Carl Braden of the Southern Conference Educational Fund, Braden was 
.identified by an undercover FBI agent as a Communist Party organizer in the 


6 


South. The Southern Conference Educational Fund (SCEF) has been eited as the 
top Com munis l front in the South by both House and Senate Invest! gating Commit- 
tees. 42 


However, the Southern Conference Educational Fund and its 


Communist James Dornbrowski, 
help light the War on Poverty. ^ J 


were solicited 


by the laic 


chairman, identifieel 
Robert Kennedy to 


Carl Braden and his Communist wife, Anne, were so cocksure of the sympathy 
of the leadership of the War on Poverly that they have not attempted to hide their 
participation in a Louisville War on Poverty project, whic h received a $2d, 000 
grant. The Bradens signed the articles of incorporation and the address given 
for the War on Poverty project at 4403 Virginia Avenue was the same address 
used by their identified Communist front, SCEF. When a Kentucky Congressman 
asked the War on Poverty bureaucrat who issued the grant: if lie knew about Anne 
Braden's participation, the reolv was, "Yes, I know. She is active. Very ac- 
live.” 44 


The War on Poverty in Washington, -D. C. itself is infested with revolutionary 
typos. Before quitting his job to take over leadership of SNCC from Mai-xi&t- 
Lenirdst Stokcly Carmichael, IT. Rap Brown was an employee of the War on Pov¬ 
erty in Washington- Needless to say, the* press doesn't dwell on tho matter of 
Rap's last employer. 

Neither docs the OEO. At the top of Washington's United Planning, Organization, 
a War on Poverty project, is ITal Witt, who earns $21,000 a year- Witt is the 
son of Communist Party member, Nat Wilt, and is himself a joiner of many Com¬ 
munist front organizations. 


According to tile C ongr es si onal R ecord of N ovem b c» r 11-, 19 6 7, 1he F131 h as i nlor - 
mat ion that Wilt is TiT close and frequent contact with many meiribe rs of Hie Com¬ 
munist Party, as well as top financial backers of the Party. 4 t 


The Daily Worker of January 10, 1965, advertised a meeting to honor the fortieth 
anniversary of t fie Coinimini st publishing firm, inter national Publishers. .Listed 
as a featured speaker was Marion Barry, now a $1,000 a month consultant for 
the War on Poverty* Until moving to Washington, "D. C- in June of 19o5, Barry 
was head of SNCC's New York office* Barry hits said, "Riot, power and rebel¬ 
lion power might make people listen now- 11 ^ 


In July, 1967, the third anniversary of its 1964 riots, Rochester, New York was 
once again v ietli ii i zo<l by criminal revolutionaries. City Manager Seym our Sc her 
revealed that the local anti - poverty agency had been working "In inflame rather 
than to culm" the riot which led to two deaths. 49 


The .ft u:nmol' of 1.967 al s o b r ought t. haos to Buffalo, wIu?rc City Councilman Ray - 
moru.1 Lewandowski reported that, aft tilt: riot tensions grew. War on Poverty 
workers "threatened him" with a race riot if he did not agree to their demands. 
.After the riot, T.ewandowski staled, "The War on Poverty programs are a well, 
organized cons piracy in which Buffalo's elected representatives arc being sub¬ 
jected Lo threats oi riots and irilj mutation by anti-poverty workers." ^ 

The grand daddy of all War on Poverty programs is HAKYOU-ACT: I TAR YOU 
meaning Harlem Youth. Run by an Army of highly paid administrators who have 
.spent more than $100 million tax dollars, one of HARYOU's triumphs in inciting 
domestic guerilla warfare is the Black Arts Repertory Theater (BART), with a 
grant of $40,000 in federal funds. ^1 



According to the Associated Press of December 1, 1965, "Each night in a make - 
shift Harlem theater a group of young Negroes give vent to the hatred, of White y 
... chalk-faced Negroes perform roles of whites frequently portrayed as homo¬ 
sexuals. 11 BART is the offspring of Negro playwright Lcroi Jones. 52 

When, asked to justify his psychotic anti-white diatribes at taxpayers 1 expense, 
Jones stated, "1 don't see anything wrong with hating white people. " Jones has 
also said, "The force we want is twenty million, spooks storming America with 
furious cries and unstoppable weapons. We want actual explosions and actual 
brutality, 11 53 

The New York Police Department raided Jones’ theater and found an arsenal in 
the basement, including rifles, pistols,ammunition, and Molotov cocktails. When 
reporters asked James Kellohor, Deputy Director of Publicity for the OEO, about 
Jones, he replied, "We knew about it when we granted the money and we have no 
apologies. 11 

The New York Daily News investigated Mobilisation for Youth (MFY), a subsid¬ 
iary of HAW.YOU, and discovered that more than thirty-seven of its employees 
had subversive or Communist backgrounds* The FBJ later confirmed these al¬ 
legations, As usual, the OEO has denied that MFY ever employed Reds, but a 
Committee set up by the New York Legis.Lature published a report, naming the 
Communist and radical Leftists hired by MFY. 5 5 

Another War on Poverty activist is Jesse Gray, cited by J. Edgar Hoover as a 
Communist Party organixor for Harlem. Gray led the Harlem rent strike in 1963 
and was a leader in the bloody I Tar lem riots in ] 9 64. On July 7, 1967, Gray took 
two busloads of Negroes from Harlem and .invaded the spectators gallery of the 
U. S* House of Representatives, chanting, "Rats cause Riots. ”56 

Many of the demonstrators were paid poverty warriors. Gray, who himself is 
subsidized by the War on Poverty at the rate of $1,000 a month, was instrumental 
in gel ting the House to reverse itself and add a $40 million rat control rider to a 
billion dollar health bill. 57 

One reason so many subversives are involved in the New York City War on Pov¬ 
erty is that Robert Schrank, an identified Communist, is director of the city's 
Neighborhood Youth Corps, and Mayor Lindsay not only admitted that such was 
the citse, but bragged about it. As the N. Y. Daily News noted, "Robert Laird, 
Mayor Lindsay's press assistant, said he understood that while Schrank had been 
a member of the Communist Party for fifteen years, he gave up his membership 
prior to his Mobilization for Youth appointment three or four years ago. 11 58 

Six weeks before the bloody battle in Newark in July, 1967, Police Commissioner 
Dominick Spina sent a frantic telegram to then OEO Director Sargent Shriver , 
stating, "I strongly protest the use of resources and manpower from the United 
Community Corporation, an agency of the Office of Economic Opportunity, for the 
purpose of fomenting and agitating against . . . the City of Newark. . . . This kind 
of practice by this anti - poverty agency will undoubtedly lead to riots and anarchy 
in our city. I request an immediate response. ” 59 It took millionaire anti¬ 
poverty chief Shriver nineteen days to reply to Spina's charges. He denied them,60 

Three weeks later, the city exploded and the bloodletting began. Poverty workers 
had been conducting a vicious campaign among the city's Negroes, inflaming them 
to haired of whites, renting sound trucks with federal funds and driving through 
Negro districts blaring the old Communist cry of "police brutality. 11 Si 


Inflammatory leaflets run off mimeograph machines in the office of Newark’s 
anti-poverty agencies told how to make Molotov cocktails and how to organize 
riots. Typical of the extraordinary in citations to riot printed at taxpayer’s ex¬ 
pense was the following declaration: "There is going to be blood running in the 
streets of Newark like there has never been anywhere else in America. . . . "62 

Once the riots started, one War on Poverty official was arrested for firing a 
rifle from a ear window and another, Willie Wright, declared, "Complete chaos 
will have to prevail in the streets of American cities and blood will have to flow 
like water before the black man will become an accepted citizen. Just a six 
shooter won’t be enough. Get yourself a machine gun 'cause you arc going to need 
it'. ” 63 Later, Shriver contended that Wright could not be fired because fie was 
hired at the local level. 

Mayor Thomas Whelan of nearby Jersey City testified before the Senate Judici¬ 
ary Committee that, while the riot was still in progress in Newark, former OEO 
employee Rap Brown was invited by Roy Konnix, a poverty worker of Jersey City, 
to speak on a program sponsored by the Council of Churches, which runs a 
$42,000 OEO program. Brown told the audience, ’’You built the city; go out and 
burn it down. ” 64 

However, the effort to incite devastation in Jersey City tailed when Mayor Whelan 
announced that Jersey City police would move instantly with maximum force, and 
that the city government would have no mercy on the lawless. According to 
Mayor Whelan’s testimony, the War on Poverty was "funding and fueling and 
feeding people who, in my opinion, want Jersey City to erupt into a riot. " 65 

On December 23, 1967, police in New I lav on, Connecticut arrested five men, two 
of whom were War on Poverty workers, who, according to the New Haven Regis¬ 
ter planned to "break the back of law and order" in New Haven through the ""liqui¬ 
dation" of top police officials and the destruction of the city’s police headquarters, 
several schools, banks, and other public buildings. A number of machine guns 
and a large amount of dynamite were confiscated during the arrest. 66 

Tf you resent the fact that your tax money is being used to finance the destruction 
of the United States, you will be accused of being heartless and hating the poor. 
The War on Poverty has become a sacred cow, almost, immune from critic is m 
because of its laudatory proclaimed purpose. 

But the War on Poverty has not helped the poor. It hurts them. The money be¬ 
ing spent is used primarily to pay the salaries of bureaucrats, many of whom 
are revolutionaries. 

How arc the poor helped when their neighborhoods are burned down and job - 
providing businesses are destroyed or forced to move out? 

The War on Poverty has become a War on America. The billions wasted on the 
War on Poverty promote rebellion out of the frustration engendered when the 
government's wild promises of a federally guaranteed paradise cannot be ful¬ 
filled. In their frustration, the poor turn to the Marxist and Black Nationalist 
revolutionaries in the belief that violence holds the only key to their salvation. 

It was designed for that purpose by Marxists like Harrington and Tar mol insky. 
Since monies are controlled by other Marxists, like Augustus Hawkins, is H sur¬ 
prising that the War on Poverty is being used to foment revolution in our streets ? 
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There has never been a thorough investigation of the War on Poverty. The exam¬ 
ples we have given to you are but a few we have selected from the public record, 
but are undoubtedly a drop in the bucket to what could be turned up by a thorough 
inves t igation. 

Bui an investigation would not be enough. Although it would result in an encyclo¬ 
pedia of information on Communist and Black Nationalist participation in the War 
on Poverty, the results would undoubtedly be that many of the worst examples 
would be discharged or transferred, only to be replaced by others of the same 
philos op h y. 

11 is obvious that the War on Poverty is intended and was intended from its begin¬ 
ning to provide the financial bulwark for revolution. There is no way to clean it 
up. Changing the cast of characters will serve only to put the American public 
back u> sleep. 

if the War on Poverty wore truly intended U> help Ihc poor, why aren't the funds 
given directly to them, with as little administration as possible? Although then- 
are few people who could even admit having seen one starving person In this coun¬ 
try, n « v ** r t he less, a P r os icier n tia 1 Cum mis s i on r ee e ml y r el eas ed. a r e po r t, w hie h 
stated that there arc.* ten million starving Americans in our land. If the $51) bil¬ 
lion were directed to them, each would receive $5, 1)00. In a family of four, their 
total receipt, would be $2l), IHM1. That would be a big step towards eliminating pov¬ 
erty and starvation. 

Since the time of the Presidential Commission's report, however, the House Ag- 
r ic u 1 to rc C orn miltee has roI eased a 79 - par*o r cp or t, bas ed on re pi i es f r om hea 1th 
officials in nineteen states. Their conclusion is that there is no actual starvation 
in the United States* Rather, there is malnutrition, caused largely by ignorance. 
Further, they stated that, "The few reported eases of starvation which had. occur¬ 
red in the past were believed to have resulted from deliberate negligence by par¬ 
ents. 11 67 

The problem is not that we lack the resources or the desire to end poverty; the 
problem is the government which, through graft, waste, and demogo Query, is 
actually causing the poverty il claims so enthusiastically it wants to end. 

But: there is a war on poverty that works. America has fewer poor than any other 
nation in the world, simply because our Founding Fathers so strictly regulated 
and limited government, that they loft the American eitiv.cn free, with virtually 
no limitations on his ability to produce or his right to control, his own private 
property and means of production. 

Rather than extract fifty billion dollars a year from Hie tax-paying producers and 
financing revolutionaries in our streets, these monies should be left in Lhe hands 
of the private citizen, to be spent on consumer goods, privately rebuilding cities, 
private education, medicine, and investment. 

This fifty billion dollars a year would buy a big war on poverty. The one and only 
resort open to moral and productive Americans is to cut the malignant revolution¬ 
aries from our body politic by taking away from thorn the sustenance upon which 
they thrive -- our tax money. 
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What can you do? First, you can read the well documented books and pamphlets 
exposing the fraud that is called the War on Poverty, such as Gary Allen's arti¬ 
cle, "War on Poverty Millions to Finance Revolution, 1 ' from the February, 
1968, issue of American Opinion; Pass the Poverty, Please by Joyce Wenger and 
Patti Newman, and Poverty Is Where the Money Is by Shirley Scheibla. 

You can arrange for your friends, neighbors, relatives, and organizations to 
which you belong to ace this filmstrip. Second, you can encourage your Congress¬ 
man to eliminate this force for destruction in our country, since they allocate 
the funds for the War on Poverty. 

Each year. Congressmen receive tens of thousands of letters from an organized 
letter writing campaign by Leftwing groups, supporting the revolutionary War on 
Poverty. This must be counteracted by an even bigger avalanche of letters from 
informed and concerned citizens who understand what the War on Poverty is do¬ 
ing to America, 

If America continues to finance her own destruction by raining dollars upon those 
who advocate the overthrow of the government, the burning of our cities and the 
killing of our policemen, America will sink into anarchy. The law-abiding will 
be at the mercy of criminal revolutionaries seeking to destroy this country, so 
that the World Communist Conspiracy will have eliminated the United States -- 
their last roadblock to world domination. 

Only you and thousands of other Americans can stop the financing of our own de¬ 
struction. Fulfill the responsibilities of your citizenship by advising your Con¬ 
gressman of lids situation, and asking him to exert all influence possible to use 
your tax dollars to build and defend America -- not to destroy her. 
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Additional copies of this script will be sent to any address 
in the doited States at ten for one dollar. 


12 


The John 
Birch Society 



PRODUCTIONS 


The UN—Peace Dove Unmasked 

An intensive study in the use of the UN to destroy American 
sovereignty. 

Show Biz In The Streets 

A deep look at the stage-managed-demonstrations and riots 
throughout our country. 

The Opinion Makers—Fifty Years Of 
Managed News 

The true story behind the controlled and managed news media. 

Subsidized Revolution—The War On Poverty 

A penetrating view of tax-financed and bureaucratic-managed 
revolution in the U.S. 


The John Birch Society fi/mstn'ps may be ordered with the sound 
hack on either 716 ips tape or 3316 Ip record. When ordering, 
please specify whether you desire tape or record. The price for all 
filmstrips is $30.00 with tape or record. $35.00 if you desire both. 


Order trom: 


JBS 

FILM — 
STRIPS 


Public Relations Department. I Ht. JOHN BIRCH 
SOCIETY. Mission Slreel, San Marino, 

California 91108, I otophone: <?I3) SiY 9-0876 




